Dr Matthews Duncan showed a specimen illustrating Friability of the Cord, and a female foetus in the third month of pregnancy with so-called Torsion of the Coed. for the latter of which he was indebted to Mr Maxwell. The more specimens he saw of this latter lesion, the more did he think it was, in many cases at least, an atrophy rather than torsion of the cord. When the cord lost its jelly, and the vessels therefore became prominent, it had a look of torsion; and even ordinary spirality of the vessels suggested torsion. In this case the lesion was at the navel, its most frequent position, and there was no appearance of torsion. Perhaps the structure of the cord at this part, as shown by Vircliow, Lawson Tait, and others, accounted for its frequency at the navel. Dr Duncan had seen, repeatedly, specimens shown as
It was of the size of a walnut, and its peculiarity was that it was truly neither a hydrorachis nor an encephalocele, for the sac communicated with the cerebro-spinal cavity by a hole in the posterior part of the occipito-atloid articulation sufficient to admit a large probe. It filled up the space between the occiput and neck.
